
 

 

 

Q: How are the implementation of these strategies

being monitored in order to know if the action

plans or strategies regarding circular economy is

really impactful?

A: The field of Circular Economy is very new, and

monitoring is at its inception. Check this paper for

examples: Indicators for Circular Economy (CE)

Transition in Cities - Issues and Mapping Paper.

 

Q: Any survey done on the percentage of circularity

in Iskandar Malaysia?

A: None so far on circular economy. In fact, very little

is done in Malaysia. A UTM Proceedings paper (2019)

referring to circular  economy  and spatial planning

states that circular economy existence in Malaysia is

still at introductory stage and calls for more research

to be done.

 

 

 

 

Q: Any barriers we must first tackle prior to

embracing circular economy in a city?

A: Education and awareness of the citizens is key,

followed by economic incentives and regulation from

the government to change the way we produce and

consume. A city can, for instance, enact directives on

recycled materials in buildings, waste flows in the

commercial sector, and promote re-use and recycle

through repair cafes and green points.

 

Q: With the current situation, how crucial is it for

us to convert to a circular design by now,

especially looking at the restructuring needed

and the local manufacturing reliance? How can

we convince the player to adopt circular

economy?

A: Adopting circular economy principles essentially

means to reduce not only waste and pollution at the

design stage, but also unnecessary costs associated

with manufacturing of complex products. The

current crisis is also an opportunity to change the

mindset of producers and consumers, so that we

embrace, for instance, recycled products and   make

an effort to adapt our lifestyles to sustainability.

 

Q: Is there any help or expectation for geographic

information system (GIS) in achieving the concept

of Circular Economy?

A: GIS application in circular economy may be useful

for spatial planning analysis. We do not have any

specific application yet.

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
 

 IUC ASIA ONLINE DISCUSSION: 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Back on April 2, 2020, around 60

participants attended IUC Asia Online

Discussion, exploring cities' best

practices and implementation of

circular economy model. Below, we

answered the questions asked during

the session. 
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Q: With Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA) Plan for the Low Carbon City, can we know what type of

technology of Waste to Energy (WTE) is being look at? And with the Iskandar Malaysia Bus Rapid Transport

(IMBRT) Plan coming up, what are the measures that been made in converting existing buses into greener

vehicles other than Electrical Buses (which have higher investment to some operator)?

 

A: On WTE – we are looking at several options including hydrothermal carbonisation (HTC) and Dendro Liquid Energy

(DLE). The Pyrolysis gasifier appears to be good as it has strong adaptability and wide application range; applicable to

the treatment of both municipal solid waste and industrial waste. The companies that we are in discussion with are

offering pyrolysis. But we are open to new ideas.

BRT – we are planning to convert existing buses to greener vehicles such as converting oil palm to green fuel. E-buses,

which can be costly, is a good possibility nonetheless. We are looking at solar-power for the street lights and bus stops

along the BRT routes. We have to discusss the details with the operators.
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